
 

TECHNOLOGY ACCOMODATIONS 

Accommodating Special Needs 

SchoolData is developing tools to assist students with special needs or those requiring accommodations. 

However, many tools are built into modern operating systems and browsers that can assist. 

Zoom or Magnify 

Within most browsers, a zoom feature allows students with visual impairments to magnify the screen or text size. 

The following are links to instructions on using Zoom and increasing text size within several popular browsers: 

●​ Chrome: https://support.google.com/chrome/answer/96810?hl=en  

●​ Microsoft Edge: 
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-edge/accessibility-features-in-microsoft-edge-4c696192-
338e-9465-b2cd-bd9b698ad19a 

●​ Mozilla: https://support.mozilla.org/en-US/kb/font-size-and-zoom-increase-size-of-web-pages 
●​ Safari: http://help.apple.com/safari/mac/8.0/#/ibrw1068 

To set Zoom options at the operating system level, read the following instructions: 

●​ Windows OS: 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/make-windows-easier-to-see-c97c2b0d-cadb-93f0-5fd1-
59ccfe19345d 

●​ Apple OS: https://www.apple.com/accessibility/osx/#vision 

Text-to-Speech 

To have any Classroom textual content read aloud to the student, consider using your operating system's built-in 

text-to-speech features. Browsers like Chrome and Firefox will require an add-on or extension. Safari accesses 
the built-in accessibility options of the Apple OS, and Internet Explorer utilizes Narrator, which is available in 
Windows XP, Vista, Windows 7, and Windows 8. 
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Dictation (Speech Recognition) 

Classroom allows teachers to add essays and short-answer questions to their assignments or assessments. For 

some students, typing or keyboarding can be a challenging task. To improve a student's response, try using 
computer-responsive dictation. 

Later versions of the Windows OS, including Vista, Windows 7, and Windows 8, have built-in speech recognition. 

Access the Windows Control Panel to set up dictation requirements and train the computer to recognize a 
student's voice. 

Later versions of the Apple OS (https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT202584) also have built-in dictation features.  

 

Additionally, many third-party applications are frequently used for dictation. 

At the operating system level, read the following for more information on general accessibility features: 

●​ Windows: 

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/what-accessibility-features-windows-offer#1TC=window
s-7 

●​ Apple OS: http://www.apple.com/support/accessibility/ 

Additionally, many browser add-ons, third-party screen readers, and free translation tools are available for 

students with special needs. 
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